Two specimens of this substance were exhibited by M. Gagnage, at a meeting of the Academy of Sciences, in July 1854, but, at that time, the subject was not referred to a committee, as the method of preparing the compound was not then given. M. Gagnage has now, however, communicated the formula for its preparation, along with the result of his experiments, made with the view of ascertaining its mode of action. The most important properties he ascribes to it is that of promoting the assimilation of the iron contained in the food, and which, in certain diseased conditions, is imperfectly or not at all assimilated.

